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Special Road Skills Testing Procedures
The Office of Motor Vehicles may administer special road skills tests if the applicant appears to have a physical or mental disability after he has returned with a completed medical exam form from his attending physician.  The primary goal of the OMV is to issue a driver’s license with proper restrictions and limitations to ensure that safety on the highways of the State of Louisiana is not being compromised.  If the applicant fails the special road skills test, a restricted license cannot be issued.

Three Types of Special Road Skills Tests

· Applicants with a disability that requires special equipment should have this test administered by an MV employee who attended the “Driver Licensing for Individuals with Disabilities” training course at Louisiana Tech University. 

· Applicants with a disability that does not require special equipment can have the test administered by an employee who completed the Road Skills Test Training Course.

· Applicants who require Bioptic Telescopic Lens must be road skills tested in Baton Rouge.  The applicant must meet specific criteria.  The employee should contact the CDL Help Desk for assistance.    

Application Process

· If the MVCA suspects that an applicant has a physical or mental disability that could hinder the safe operation of a motor vehicle, he should be given a medical form to have completed by his Attending Physician.  This can be done even if the person answers “NO” to question #7 on the application.  The specific reason for requesting the medical form should be noted.  

· If the applicant cannot pass the vision test, he must have a Vision Examination form completed by an Ophthalmologist or Optometrist.  Pay close attention to the applicant’s eyewear.  If the eyewear has an added lens, this could be a bioptic telescopic lens.   If so, contact the CDL Help Desk for assistance.  
Possible Mental or Physical Disabilities
· Vision problems
· Mobility problems including head and limbs
· Debilitating Diseases
· Communication problems
Prior to Special Road Skills Testing

· It is always appropriate to contact the applicant’s physician regarding the applicant’s ability to safely operate a motor vehicle.   Remember, most physicians welcome open discussion regarding issues pertaining to their patient’s condition and their ability to continue driving.  
· The MVCA should always instruct the applicant, prior to administering the special examination, that the results of the road skills test will determine if he is issued a restricted license. The score of the road skills test must complement the restrictions. Remember, some of these cases are litigated in court because the applicant was involved in motor vehicle accident.  
· The MVCA must closely observe the applicant at all times to determine his limitations and or reactions (i.e., watch the applicant walk to the workstation, to the vision area and his ability to communicate and follow instructions).  When leaving the office, walk behind the applicant to determine his mobility or lack thereof.  Observe how he opens the vehicle door and enters the vehicle.  Is he awkward? Have poor coordination? Seem to have a lack of stability?
· The Special Medical Road Skills Test Application will be used in place of the Application for Driver’s License or ID card (DPSMV 2003).  

· The Special Medical Road Skills Test Supplemental Score Sheet will be used on the road skills tests in addition to the regular score sheet.

Road Skills Tests for the Visually Impaired

· The MVCA must request the applicant to announce when he can read or distinguish a particular road sign.  Repeat this request several times during the test.  Notate the distance on the score sheet.  
· The MVCA must observe the applicant’s reflexes as he approaches a stopped vehicle.   Notate if the applicant has difficulty with his attention span or if he can safely take defensive action.  
· The MVCA must observe if applicant can distinguish the traffic signal colors.  Instruct the applicant to “tell me the color of the next traffic signal as soon as you see it”.   
· The MVCA must observe the distance between the traffic signal and when the applicant began to apply the brakes.  How close to the traffic signal did he stop?
· All Bioptic Lens applicants must be referred to the CDL Help Desk for road skills testing.

Road Skills Test for the Physically Impaired

· Turning of the head – Can the applicant turn his head enough to see the blind spot or behind the vehicle?  

· Use of lower limbs (legs and feet) – Can the applicant lift his feet?  Are the legs stiff?  

· Braking – Does the applicant use both feet to apply the brakes?  

· Steering – Does the applicant use both hands to steer?  Are the hands stiff or unsteady?  
· Defensive driving – Did the applicant observe pedestrians, objects in the road and traffic? 

· Turns/Lane Usage, Right of Way – Does the applicant have a loss of mobility in his wrist while making turns?  Does he fold his hands over while attempting to make a turn due to a lack of coordination?
Special Road Skills Test for Mentally Impaired

· Does the applicant make good decisions while driving?

· Does he understand and follow directions?   

· Is he aware of the surrounding traffic?  
Extreme and Rare Road Skills Testing

· If an applicant expresses his desire to only drive to and from church, grocery store, beauty shop, etc., then the road skills test should be confined to the area in which he lives.  Due to the safety and integrity of the employees, it is strongly recommended that 2 employees administer the test.

· If an applicant has a Class “D” license and a physical disability, it may be necessary to have him describe his occupation to determine the driving needs.  If he transports as many as 15 passengers, the test should be administered in this type vehicle.  
Modified Vehicles

Usually vehicles are modified to accommodate the applicant when there is limited mobility in the lower extremities.  Numerous modifications can be installed on vehicles to assist the applicant.  These modifications may include adaptive equipment, i.e., hand controls, pedal block, wheel chair lifts, extensions, steering devices, etc.

This applicant may be referred to a Driver Rehabilitation Specialist for assessment and/or training if he fails the road skills test.  Refer to Policy/Procedure, Section I #37.

Issuance of a License following the Special Exam
Remember, the applicant should be a safe driver and not an endangerment to themselves or the public. The primary goal of the OMV is to issue a driver’s license with proper restrictions/limitations to ensure the safety of the citizens on the highways of the State of Louisiana. You cannot give a failing score and then recommend a restricted/limited license. 
********************
Listed below are some commonly used terms which may assist the MVCA when reviewing medical forms.  

Angina pectoris – a condition symptomatic of coronary artery disease characterized by severe fullness or pressure in the chest, or by squeezing pain in the chest, arm, or jaw caused by demands upon an injured heart muscle.

Anoxia – absence or reduction of oxygen in body tissues below normal levels.

Aorta – the great trunk artery that carries blood from the heart to be distributed by branch arteries through the body.

Aphakia – absence of the lens of the eye, causing blindness. 

Arrhythmia – variation from the normal rhythm of the heart.

Arteriosclerosis – hardening and blocking of the arteries

Asthma – a disease marked by recurrent attacks of labored breathing, wheezing, coughing and gasping, and a sense of constriction in the chest.

Astigmatism – defective curvature of the surface of the eye, disturbing vision.

Aura – a sensation that may precede an epileptic seizure

Cardiac pacemaker – a small electrical device which is surgically implanted into the chest to establish and maintain a normal heart beat.

Cataract – an opacity of the normally clear lens of the eye.

Cerebral Palsy – a disorder caused by brain damage, resulting in lack of muscular control.

Cerebrovascular disease – a disorder related to the brain’s blood vessels.

Coronary artery disease – a condition in which heart arteries become blocked, resulting in damage to portions of the heart muscle.

Cyanosis – a bluish discoloration of the skin and fingernails due to lack of oxygen in the bloodstream. 

Demyelinating   -   a condition which destroys the protective covering around nerve fibers.

Dyspnea    -     difficult or labored breathing.

Edema     -    abnormally large amounts of fluid in the body tissues.

Emphysema   -   a disease marked by inability of the lung to expel air, causing severe breathing difficulties.

Endocrine glands   -   organs that secrete into the circulatory system specific substances (hormones) which influence body processes.

Functional capacity   -   the ability of an organ, or of the body as a whole, to do a certain task.

Glaucoma -   increased pressure within the eyeball which leads to blindness if not controlled.

Glucose   -   a simple sugar usually derived from starch; it is the major sugar circulating in the bloodstream utilized for energy.

Hypertension  -  high blood pressure.  (Low blood pressure is hypotension.)
Hypoglycemia  -  an abnormally low concentration of sugars in the blood.

Impairment  -  loss of, or damage to, some part of the body, as contrasted with disability.  A man without legs, for example, is impaired, but he is disabled only insofar as certain specific tasks are concerned—he can still do many things, even drive a properly-equipped automobile.

Insulin  -  a pancreatic hormone for regulating carbohydrate (sugar) metabolism; it is manufactured commercially to supplement a diabetic’s lack of natural insulin.

Metabolism  -  the physical and chemical processes by which living substance is transformed into energy for the body’s maintenance.

Multiple sclerosis  -  a central nervous system disease which slowly destroys nerves in the brain and spinal cord.

Muscular dystrophy  -  a disease causing degeneration of muscle fibers.

Myocardial infarction  -  severe damage to heart muscle due to obstruction in blood circulation.
Myopia  -  nearsightedness.

Narcolepsy  -  a condition marked by sudden attacks of uncontrollable sleep.

Neuritis  -  inflammation of nerves, accompanied by pain and tenderness, loss of sensation and reflexes, paralysis, and wasting.

Nystagmus  - involuntary movements of the eye.

Paralysis  -  complete or partial loss of function, especially when involving the motion or sensation in a part of the body.

Poliomyelitis  (polio)  -  a viral infection causing fever, headache, stiff neck and back, deep muscle pain, and sometimes paralysis.  New cases of crippling are now rare because of vaccine.

Prosthetic device  -  manufactured equipment designed to overcome an impairment, like a missing arm or leg.

Ptosis  -  drooping of the upper eyelid over the center of the pupil.

Schizophrenia  -  a group of disorders manifested by disturbances of thinking, mood, and behavior.  Common characteristics include detachment from reality, disturbances of reasoning and decision-making, and abnormal emotional responses.

Sciatica  -  inflammation of a hipbone nerve causing pain in leg and thigh.

Senility  - general feebleness of mind and body associated with old age.

Stereopsis  (depth perception)  -  ability to estimate distance.

Strabismus  -  a visual disorder characterized by the eyes focusing in different directions.

Stridor  -  a harsh, high-pitched respiratory sound.

Syncope  -  fainting episodes.

Tachycardia  -  rapid heart action.

Tracheostomy  -  surgical windpipe opening, bypassing throat obstruction.

Varicose vein  -  unusually swollen or dilated vein.

Vertigo  -  a disorder of balance in which the patient or his environment seems to rotate.

Visual acuity  -  the precision with which the eye can identify an object of a certain size at a certain distance.
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